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PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: 

*>*.„ o. P-o,e,y st.ee... 3?1 S o y t h _ F E e i n o n L - S t £ e e t _ . 

r„v B a H i m o c e Counw St... JlMXland 2 l 0 code 
R i d g e l y ' s D e l i q h t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t : N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 

Name oi hisio-ic district in which p.openy 15 located ^g^gr j ; ; -—pi -H^erg—3xing~6~i98€7—B?r i± i iT iu i e C - r t y - t t i s - t o r i c -

2 DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: D i s t r i e t , O c t o b e r 1 9 , 1979 . 
'(„, instruction, *,< m*p»ndphotograph raoulmmintw reverse ««. «f nec.Maryi 3?1 Sou th F remon t S t r e e t i s . -a c o r n e r 
n r o p e r t y c o m p r i s i n g t h r e e s t r u c t u r e s ; a t h r e e s t o r y c o r n e r b u i l d i n g , a two s t o r y a d d i t i o n 
on ' V l v i n D r i v e , and a one s t o r y a d d i t i o n on K e l v i n D r i v e . The c o r n e r b u i l d i n g i s b r i c k 
t h r e e s t o r i e s h i g h , two b a y s , w i t h a s l o p e d r o o f . The b r i c k i s l a i d i n s t r e t c h e r b o n d . 
T & b u i l d i n q had b e e n a l t e r e d and t h e c h a n g e s i n c l u d e d t h e removal of t h e c o r n i c e , 

3 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

<-„« reverse s/o-e <( necessary; 3?1 South Fremont Street is historically and architecturally integral 
to the Ridgely's Delight Historic District because of its compatibility with the 
development of the area. The corner building is visually prominent because of its 
arander scale and proportion compared to the other rowhouses on South Fremont Street. 

mid 19th century 
D O i g i n a l site D Moved Dale o l al terat ions (il Known) 

Dale oi ccrsiruciion (ii Knowni . i n t e r i o r & e x t e r i o r 
NAME AND MAILING OF OWNER: 

Ridaelv's Deliqht Associates, c/o Bill Struever, Struever Brothers and Eccles 
Name 

519 Nor th C h a r l e s S h e e t . 

B a l t i m o r e s m e a r y l a n d Zip Code..? L" 52 
City 

( 3 0 1 ) 33P-135? 
Teieonone Number i d i nmg day) Aiea Code 

eb a l i e ^ T h * ! tVie intcJm8>»c/r i" \ave prov ided is lo the best o l my knowledge , correct , and thai I am owner o l the p - o p e l y descr ibed above 

Form prepared by Barbara A. Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and '.Associates, Inc. 14 Light Street 

For ot t lce u»e only 
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the distr ict 
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S i g n a t u r e . 
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sect ion '6? o l me Internal n-v-rvue Cnd<- o l ' 9 M 

I-r „ he-ecry ce-nhed a historic s i n i c i z e 

T d o e s no l con lnbu le to the cha-acter o ' the histor ic d-s lnc l and does not merit cert i l icat ion as a hrslonc al'uClu'C Reasons g.ven on Ihe at tached sheet 

Keepe' o ' the Nat ions ' Register 
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B-3820 
_2_ 30l South Fernon Street 

PHYSICAL APPERANCE CONT. 
cfrurtion of the around floor, and the installation of formstone on the facade 
The reconstruction ot V ^ J a n d t h i r d f l o o r openings are rectangular with segmental 
and corner elevation. ... ,_ T h e b r i c k i s splayed and conforms to the profile of 
arch brick ^ ^ ^ s e ^ i n l e l ^ . ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

the opening. The ^ " t 1 o r t h w e s t e l e v a t i o n . The rehabilitation plan, include 

X o v i n the orm^tone, installing new wood one/one double hung windows on the second 

and tnird floor openings, and restoring the storefront and roof cornices. 

TK M Tvin Drive elevation comprises a solid brick wall, approximately two bays in length 
a "rrI"bavs deep with windows and a door. The ground floor openings have been blocked 

^ a n d the upner floor, openings are boarded. The brick is painted and paint is peeling. 
Tne "allls terminated by a simple brick cornice. To the east is a two story four bay 
Tile brick addition with a simple brick cornice. The ground floor ^ " ^ s a r e b l o c K e d 
1
 n tlip ^cond floor openinos are boarded or the interior is exposed. The brick is 
4 l!d and S deling. To the east is a one story brick entrance addition. A two s.tory 

Structure will ^constructed on this addition connecting 321 South Fremont to 675 Melvin 
structure addition will be set back, retaining the original streetscape 

abearance! £ 3 instructed of block finished with stucco. 'he second and third floor 

each has a wood one/one double hung window. 

The interior of the structures was badly deteriorated because of lack of maintenance, 

exposure and abandonment. 

^^j^vjr^_^^JFJC^Zi continued 

The smaller scale additions are compatible with the three story structures alonq Melvin 

Drive. 

The Kidqely's Deliqht Historic District is a small wedqe-shaped area located 
southwest of Baltimore's Central Business District. This, neighborhood is all 
that remains of a much larger area that developed from the late lQth century 
through the early ?nth century. The majority of the buildings in the neighbor
hood were built in the 1840's and 50's as a result of the establishment of the 
University of Maryland Hospital in ]H1? and the Growth of heavy industries in
cluding the B K 0 Railroads yards, the Win-ins Locoinoti f' and Car Works, arid the 
Haywardc, Dartlett and Company, manufacturers of iron for the i and build
ings. Smaller industries developed within the neighborhood including a box 
factory, an iron-foundry, a paint and oil factory, a furniture manufacturer, 
and a silver boating manufactory. 

The neighborhood developed to house the workers at the adjacent factories 
and the professionals at the University Medical Facilities. The architecture of 
the historic district reflects this social and economic mix of people. The 
residential structures range in style from the late Federal houses which were 
two or two and a half story rowhouses to the more substantial Italianate 
structures which were three stories and had heavy cornices and elongated window 
proportions. The district contains many storefront buildings, several of which 
were late 19th century additions to early 19th century houses; several mid-to-
late-19th century industrial buildings; and earlier 19th century houses which 
are set back from the street. The historic district retains its 19th century 
character because of the low scale of both the residential and commercial 
buildings and the intimate vislas created by the many streets and alleys which 
are at angles to each other, therefore closing off expansive views. The 
residential and commercial buildings exist in harmony because the industrial 
structures repeat the fenestration patterns and the use of brick as a building 
material, which are similar to the residential structures. 



B-3820 
_3_ 321 South Fremont Street 

Rideelv's Delight began to decline around the 1940's, climaxing in the 
1960's with a large percentage of abandonment of the housing stock. The highway 
programs of the 1950's and 60's were partially responsible for tins decline. 
The resurgence of the neighborhood began in the 1970's by private investors, who 
were followed by the City's Urban Renewal Program and Homesteading Project for 
the area ' From the outset, the new residents to the neighborhood were concerned 
about retaining the indigenous population. This priority of the Urban Renewal 
Program has resulted in an economically and socially mixed community. 

n o of the project, which helped focus attention on the redevelopment of 
One of he P r oJ^ f f l o r e s t o r e the Babe Ruth House, 

^ t u r c^arm of iidgely's Delight is a striking contrast to the new Inner 

Harbor Developments a short distance away. 

3?1 South Fremont Street was the former home of Henry Roesser, a Baltimore cabinet 
and furniture maker mid president of nenrv Ro-ss*r and Son, furniture manufacture.-*. 
The furniture business was also located on the premises. Roesser eventually acquired 
property along the 300 block of Fremont towards the end of the 19th century and the 
beainninq of the ?0th century. He later moved his furniture business to a separate 
building In the 19?0'S, 321 South Fremont Street was used by Simon Colvm for his 
drV goods business. The building remained in his this family until the 1930's. 

he condition of the buildings deteriorated along with the general decline of the 

neiahborhood. The rehabilitation plans, which include the reconstruction of the 

original architectural details, restores this structure to its former dignity and 

elegance. , < 
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